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IRS  targets  BGEA,  other  Christian  organizations 


By  Todd  Stamm 
Correspondent 

NEW  YORK  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  Ministries  surrounding 
tamed  evangelist  Billy  Graham 
and  his  son  Franklin,  a  180-year- 
old  Baptist  newspaper  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  founder  of 
Focus  on  the  Family  all  say  they 
were  unfairly  targeted  by  the  In¬ 
ternal  Revenue  Service  (IRS)  for 
scrutiny  of  their  tax-exempt  sta¬ 
tus,  Fox  News  has  learned. 

The  revelations  involving  the 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  As¬ 
sociation  (BGEA),  Samaritan's 


Purse,  and  the  Biblical  Record¬ 
er  newsjoumal  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  State  Conven¬ 
tion  seem  to  indicate  the  IRS 
was  targeting  more  than  just 
Tea  Party  groups  and  conserva¬ 
tive  political  organizations. 

It  was  previously  known  that 
the  IRS  was  targeting  non-prof¬ 
it  groups  that  had  “Tea  Party"  or 
"patriotMn  their^names,  while 

or  progressive. 

Franklin  Graham,  president 
of  the  ministry  his  father  founded 
as  well  as  the  international  char¬ 
ity  known  as  Samaritan’s  Purse, 


wrote  in  a  letter  to  President 
Obama  on  May  14,  “I  am  bring¬ 
ing  this  to  your  attention  because 
1  believe  that  someone  in  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  was  targeting  and 
attempting  to  intimidate  us.' 

Franklin  Graham  described 
the  IRS  audits  as  ‘morally  wrong 
and  unethical  —  indeed  some 
would  call  it  ‘un-American." 

BGEA  and  Samaritan’s 
Purse,  both  based  in  North  Car¬ 
olina,  were  notified  of  the  IRS 
audits  on  the  same  day  —  not 
long  after  BGEA  ran  advertise¬ 
ments  supporting  North  Caro¬ 
lina’s  marriage  amendment 

The  ads  encouraged  voters  to 


Young  Musicians  share  talents 


Honor  Choir 
making  plaiir 
for  *14  encore 

By  William  H.  Parkin*  Jr. 
Editor 

Wyndy  South,  consultant  for 
the  Church  Music  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  (MBCB)  in  Jack- 
son.  thought  a  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Young  Musicians  Honor 
Choir  sounded  like  a  good  idea, 
so  she  and  a  group  of  gifted 
Mississippi  Baptist  'musicians 
designed  one. 

The  pilot  session,  held  re¬ 
cently  it  First  Church,  Flor¬ 
ence,  made  the  grade  and  the 
2014  session  is  In  the  works, 
said  South. 

"We  felt  there  was  a  need 
to  have  a  Mississippi  Baptist 
Young  Musicians  Honor  Choir, 
where  there  hadn't  been  such  an 
event  before  for  this  age  group, 
because  we  want  our  young  mu¬ 
sicians  to  have  a  spiritual  place 
to  share  their  talents  and  help 
them  understand  the  value  of 
the  musical  gifts  God  has  cre¬ 
ated  in  each  of  them,’  she  said. 

The  Young  Musicians  Hon¬ 
or  Choir  is  open  to  children  in 
grades  four  through  six.  The 
session,  which  was  attended 
by  44  young  people,  included 
classes  and  rebersals  on  Sat¬ 
urday  involving  worship  arts; 
a  missions  project;  a  Saturday 
evening  concert;  and  a  Sunday 
morning  performance  integrat¬ 
ed  with  the  worship  service  of 


SWEET  MUSIC  -  Members  of  th*  2013  Mississippi  Baptist  Young  Musicians  Honor  Choir  per¬ 
form  at  First  Church,  Florence  The  2013  saasion  was  th*  pilot  for  the  concept,  and  coordinators 
report  that  the  2014  session  is  already  in  th*  planning  stages.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


the  church  where  the  session  is 
being  held. 

~rne  Young  Musicians  Hon¬ 
or  Choir  program  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  our  young  musicians, 
who  hold  so  much  importance 
for  the  future  of  church  music, 
to  spread  their  wings  when  they 
might  have  been  overlooked  in 
the  past  until  they  got  older,' 
South  said.  'I  believe  we  wit¬ 
nessed  the  potential  that  is 
there,  and  we’re  excited  about 


expanding  the  Honor  Choir 
into  a  2014  session.' 

South  thanked  the  aduh 
musicians  who  volunteered 
to  plan,  coordinate,  and  teach 
the  session,  as  well  as  the  host. 
Fust  Church,  Florence.  "There 
was  such  a  tremendous  amount 
of  experience  available  to  the 
young  people.  We  were  blessed 
by  the  volunteers'  Godly  spirits 
and  servant  hearts.' 

Slater  Murphy  is  MBCB  di¬ 


rector  of  church  musk.  'Af¬ 
ter  meeting  together  last  year 
with  Wyndy  South  for  a  time 
of  prayer  and  visioning,  we 
both  sensed  the  time  was  right 
for  the  development  of  t  state¬ 
wide  honor  choir  concept  for 
older  children,'  he  said.  'After 
much  labor  and  planning,  the 
first  Mississippi  Baptist  Young 

MW  MUSICIANS  on  p  7 


‘cast  our  ballots  for  candidates 
who  base  their  derisions  on  bib¬ 
lical  principles  and  support  the 
nation  of  Israel.'  The  ads  con¬ 
cluded  with  these  words:  “Vote 
for  biblical  values  this  November 
6,  and  pray  with  me  (Billy  Gra¬ 
ham)  that  America  win  remain 
one  nation  under  God.' 

1  do  not  believe  that  the  IRS 
audit  of  our  two  organizations  last 
year  is  s  coincidence  —  or  justifi¬ 
able,'  Graham  wrote  in  his  letter. 

The  Internal  Revenue  Ser¬ 
vice  did  not  return  calls  seek¬ 
ing  comment. 

■M  IRS  on  p.  S 


2014  Mississippi 
Baptist  Young 
Musicians  Honor  Choir 


information  on 


Musicians  Honor  Choir, 
contact  Wyndy  South  at 
MBCB  Church  Music  De¬ 
partment.  P.O.  Box  530. 
Jackson.  MS  39206- 
0530.  Taiophona:  (601) 

292-3272  or  toll-frea  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1661.  ext  27^  c-mait 
wsot  5  Web 

site;  „  ^  .org/ 

7  —•  hon¬ 
ors*  eo 


Most  important  advice  of  all 

It’s  graduation  season,  when  bright 
young  students  must  endure  one 
final  mind-numbing  lecture  before 
collecting  their  degrees  -  the  com-  ^  < 

me'M'cment  address.  . 

IhB  speech  seldom  contains  advice  you  Ms  -  j 

!E£towffi££sx“  Guest 

XBXSeX&£S&*  ■■  «» Ench  B™s« 


Not  being  a  celebrity,  a  politician,  or  life  has  become  the  image  of  the  traveler," 
a  rich  donor,  I  have  little  chance  of  ever  observes  David  Kinnaman,  president  of 

being  invited  to  deliver  a  commencement  the  Bama  Group,  which  has  exhaustively 
address,  much  less  d  sinvited,  but  I’ll  share  studied  MiHenmals  and  their  relationship  to 
a  few  practical  tips  fit  you  grads  anyway,  at  spiritual  life. 

no  charge:  "They  want  to  wander  the  world,  both 

■  If  you  need  to  n  ove  back  home  for  a  in  real  life  and  in  digital  ways.  They  want 
while  (or  delay  movi  tg  out)  it’s  OK.  Millions  to  fed  untethered,  loere  is  a  trend  among 

'  ‘  — 1 -  young  adults  of  delaying  the  pressures  erf 

adult  life  as  long  as  possible;  they  want  to 
embrace  a  lifestyle  of  risk,  exploration  and 
unscripted  moments... 

"This  transience  stands  in  contrast  to  the 
staid,  predictable,  and  often  overprotective 
experience  that  most  churches  seem  to  offer. 
The  gap  is  simple:  Millennials  are  a  genera¬ 
tion  that  craves  spontaneity,  participation, 
adventure,  and  dan-like  relationships,  but 
vdiat  they  often  find  in  churches  are  feature¬ 
less  programs  and  moralistic  content. 

“Leaders  who  hope  to  alter  the  spiritual 
journeys  of  today’s  Millennials  need  to 
embrace  something  of  a  ‘reverse  mentor¬ 
ing’  mindset,  allowing  the  next  generation 
to  help  lead  alongside  established  leaders... 
Millennials  are  more  willing  to  be  chal¬ 
lenged  than  most  church  leaders  are  willing 
to  challenge  them.” 

If  you  recognize  something  of  yourself  in 
that  generational  profile,  embrace  it  even 
if  Mom,  Dad,  and  your  own  internal  clock 
'  *  1  rging  you  to  get  a  job  and 

t  don't  wander  for  die  sake 

. .  _ - purpose:  God’s  purpose. 

He  might  lead  you  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  to 
proclaim  His  love  to  people  who  have  never 
heard  the  name  of  Jesus.  He  might  lead  you 
to  serve  within  walking  distance  of  the  street 
or  the  church  where  you  grew  up.  He  might 
lead  you  to  do  both. 

Follow  Him.  Those  two  words  are  the  best 

graduation  advice  you  will  ever  hear. 

xl  and  others  for  a  year  dr  two^or  more.  Bridges  is  global  correspondent  for  the 

tardlessot  whether  rt  specifically  contrib-  IntemationafMission  Board  of  the  South- 

.  ,  em  Baptist  Convention.  His  commentary 
Oneof  the  diaractenstics  of  Millennial  appears  here  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press 


\  friend  told  me  of  the  gized  for  his  decision  not  to  write 

/\  elderly  pastor’s  heroic  ex-  the  "Guest  Opinion.  In  a  halting, 
XJqjloits  during  World  War  II.  broken  voice,  be  tried  to  explain 
Although  I  had  known  the  pastor  but  finally  said,  "Maybe  next 
for  some  time,  he  had  never  year.  Thanks,  friend." 
mentioned  his  military  service.  I  I  called  the  following  year,  a 
didn’t  even  know  he  had  fought  few  weeks  before  Memorial  Day. 
in  the  war.  He  sounded  frail,  but  was  as 

Memorial  Day  was  approach-  upbeat  as  ever:  "I  knew  you  were 
ing,  and  it  crossed  my  mind  that  going  to  call  again  this  year.  I 
my  pastor  friend  could  author  a  still  don’t  think  I’m  going  to  be 
masterful  Guest  Opinion  for  page  able  to  do  it.  Maybe  next  year.” 
two  of  The  Baptist  Record  that  I  called  the  following  year,  and 

would  detail  his  combat  experi-  his  widow  told  me  of  his  passing, 
ences.  He  was  educated,  worldly,  I  asked  her  if  she  knew  whether 
popular,  and  had  a  great  writing  he  had  gotten  around  to  writing 
background.  Based  on  what  our  anything  for  The  Baptist  Record, 
mutual  friend  had  shared  with  She  said  she  would  check  his  na¬ 
me,  I  believed  him  to  be  a  perfect  pers  and  let  me  know.  She  called 
fit  for  a  Guest  Opinion  on  the  me  back  to  say  she  could  find 
subject  of  Memorial  Day.  nothing  to  that  effect. 

I  called  him.  He  was  up-  1  mourned  him  because  l 

and  he  reklly  didn't  want  to  pel,  someone  who  had  a  treraen- 
talk  about  himself.  He  was  very  aous  impact  on  my  life.  Now 
much  interested  in  knowing  he  was  gone,  and  his  wartime 
how  things  were  getting  along  at  experiences  with  him.  No  one 
the  Baptist  Building.  He  asked  would  ever  know  what  he  could 
about  some  of  his  close  friends  have  written, 
who  worked  there.  As  engaging  I  think  of  him  often,  and  I  try 
as  always,  he  wanted  to  know  to  envision  what  terrible  things 
about  my  wife  and  young  family  this  powerful,  self-confident, 
and  assured  me  he  would  be  vibrant  man  saw  and  did  in 
praying  for  us.  I  had  no  doubt  war  that  he  couldn't  talk  about, 
he  was  genuinely  interested.  that  he  couldn't  write  about, 

*  ,7T“en ,we  ™*Hy  «ot  around  to  the l  he  could  only  speak  of  in 
talking  about  the  Guest  Opin-  whispered  tones  and  round- 
ion,  the  conversation  took  a  about  words.  In  the  years  since 
markedly  different  turn.  There  his  passing,  I  have  endeavored 
was  a  long  pause,  and  when  he  to  understand  what  men  and 
did  speak  again  the  tone  of  his  women  like  him  go  through  to 
voice  was  much  more  subdued  preserve  our  way  of  life  in  this 
and  pensive.  Well,  I  haven't  country.  For  many  of  them,  it's 
given  over  much  time  to  think-  an  awful  price  to  pay. 
ing  about  the  war  in  quite  a  long  Remember  'hose  who  have 
time,  he  said.  The  worst  parts,  not  returned  from  war.  They 
that  s  something  you  wish  you  died  on  our  behalf.  Thank  a 
could  forget.  veteran  today  -  thank  every  vet- 

Having  never  served  a  day  eran  you  see  on  Memorial  Day 
in  the  military  and  blissfully  and  every  other  day  -  for  his 
unaware  of  the  impact  those  service.  Because  of  them,  we  can 
“worst  parts’  of  war  could  have  worship  our  Heavenly  Father 
on  a  man,  I  pressed  ahead.  "But  and  His  only  begotten  Son,  our 
your  store  is  so  unique  and  needs  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ, 
to  be  told,"  I  pointed  out  to  him.  freely  and  openly  in  America. 


student  loan  debt  (?on  grads  walked  the 
aisle  owing  an  average  of  nearly  $27,000), 
pay  it  off  before  you  incur  more  debt.  Don't 
start  your  adult  life  <n  bondage  to  creditors. 

It  will  set  a  pattern  you  might  never  escape. 

Stay  available  to  God.  As  long  you  are  ser¬ 
vicing  debt,  you  won  t  be  fully  available  to 
serve  Him. 

■  The  job  market  still  stinks.  You've 
probably  heard  about  that  The  unemploy¬ 
ment  rate  for  older  teens  and  post-college 
20-somethings  hovers  around  16%  and  tops 
25%  if  you  include  voung  adults  who  have 
given  lip  looking  for  work  or  are  underem¬ 
ployed  part-timers. 

Don  t  lose  heme  while  waiting  for  your 
dream  job.  Any  honest  work  is  honorable 

work  in  God's  economy.  He  will  open  the  are  desperately  ur 
right  doors  in  H»  time  ifyoufoUow  Him.  In  settle  down  —but 

the  meantime,  leam  everything  He  wants  to  of  wandering, 

teach  you  where  you  are.  Wander  with  a 

■  The  research  on  Millennials,  the  gen¬ 
eration  bom  between  1980-2000.  says  you 
want  to  experience  the  wider  world  up  close 
—  to  see  it,  touch  it,  interact  with  it.  OK,  now 
is  your  opportunity  to  do  that,  unfettered  by 
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Baptists  prepare  to  take  Gospel 
to  '14  Winter  Olympics  in  Sochi 


SHAWNEE. 

the  2014  Winter  Olympic  Games 
leas  than  a  year  away,  Southern 
Baptists  are  preparing  tor  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  Sochi,  Russia,  to  turn 
hearts  and  minds  toward  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ. 

Oklahoma  natives  Marc  and 
KeQye  Hooks  are  leading  the  En¬ 
gage  Sochi  effort. 

Our  vision  is  to  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  for  Christ  before,  during 
and  after  the  2014  Winter  Olym¬ 
pic  Games,"  Marc  Hooks  said. 
Our  mission  is  ministry  and  fol¬ 
low-up  that  supports  and  leads 
to  church  planting  in  the  Sochi 
area  and  beyond. 

Marc  Hooks  said  a  key  in¬ 
novative  aspect  of  Engage  Sochi 
entails  mobilizing  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  reach  the  people  of  Sochi 
through  mass  evangelism  and 
church  planting,  not  only  during 
the  2014  Winter  Olympic  Games 
but  also  before  and  after  when 
the  masses  of  tourists  and  other 
visitors  have  left  the  dty. 

"We  realized  that  traditional 
models  only  utilized  one  phase  of 
the  life  cycle  of  the  Olympic  host 
city,"  he  said.  "Olympic  ministry 
has  focused  primarily  on  the  time 
during  the  Olympics  and  Para¬ 
lympic  Games. 

“However,  Olympic  cities  be¬ 
gin  building  their  infrastructure 
years  prior  to  die  Games.  If  we 
use  the  momentum  provided  by 
the  Olympics  to  begin  building 
a  church  planting  infrastructure 
prior  to  the  actual  events,  then 
m  2014  there  will  be  new  church 
plants  ready  to  receive  and  disci¬ 
ple  those  reached  by  mass  evan¬ 
gelism  efforts  during  the  Games. 

"That  paves  the  way  for  fol¬ 
low-up  and  disdpleship  after  the 
Olympics  as  well. 

As  part  of  the  Engage  Sochi 
initiative,  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  church  planters  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  Black  Sea  resort  town 
of  Sochi  in  2011  and  have  hosted 


numerous  volunteer  teams  —  all 
focused  on  teaching  the  Sochi 
xnm  unity  with  the  Gospel. 

Engage  Sochi  missionaries 
have  partnered  with  local  Rus¬ 
sian  Baptists  and  launched  at 
least  one  house  church  group  in 
the  dty  and  are  working  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  second  home  Bible  study 
near  the  Olympic  mountain  ven¬ 
ues  in  Krasngya  Polyana.  They 
pray  that  several  more  wnaD 
groups  will  be  started  prior  to  the 
start  of  the  Games  next  year. 

During  the  2014  Olympic 
and  Paralympic  Games,  the 
Engage  Sochi  team  will  coordi¬ 
nate  approximately  400  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  volunteers  who  will 
come  to  Sochi. 

“Our  goal  is  to  share  the  Gos¬ 
pel  primarily  with  the  people 
who  live  ana  work  in  Sochi  and 
then  connect  those  people  with 
our  missionaries  and  others  in¬ 
volved  in  local  church  plants." 
said  Hooks,  a  graduate  of  Okla¬ 
homa  Baptist  University  as  is  his 
wife  KeQye.  "but  it  is  kind  of  like 
archery.  That  is  our  bulb-eye. 
There  wilL  of  course,  be  arrows 
that  hit  other  areas  of  the  target, 
and  that  is  not  a  bad  thing. 

“However,  you  have  to  have 
something  specific  to  aim  at,  and 
so  we  are  trying  to  reach  the  peo¬ 
ple  of Sochi' 

Engage  Sochi  volunteers  will 
meet  and  share  the  Gospel  with 
people  from  all  over  the  world, 
aiming  to  connect  them  with 
IMB  church  planters  in  their  ar¬ 
eas,  Marc  Hooks  said,  noting  that 
the  opportunity  to  follow  up  with 
people  is  important. 

volunteers  wiD  use  traditional 
Olympic  ministry  methods  such 
as  trading  evangelism  pins  to  en¬ 
gage  people  throughout  the  dty 
and  in  Olympic  venues. 

However,  their  primary  task 
will  not  be  to  see  how  many  pins 
they  can  distribute  in  a  day,  but 
to  spend  time  talking  with  people 


and  forming  relationships.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  native  Russian-speaking 
volunteers  from  across  Eastern 
Europe  and  the  United  States  win 
spend  time  in  Sochi  neighbor¬ 
hoods  to  connect  with  people  and 
share  the  Gospel  outside  of  tradi¬ 
tional  Olympic  areas  and  venues. 

The  Engage  Sochi  initiative 
alao  has  a  stateside  component. 
As  churches  send  volunteers  to 
Sochi,  they  are  asked  to  engage 
their  community  as  well.  Each 
Engage  Sochi  partner  church 
will  receive  a  set  of  sermon  out¬ 
lines,  adult  and  children's  small 
group  lessons,  and  ideas  on 
now  they  can  create  Olympic- 
themed  outreach  events  in  their 
own  churches. 

"The  Olympics  are  a  wonder¬ 
ful  way  to  reach  people,  not  just 
in  the  Olympic  dty,  but  across 
the  world,'  Marc  Hooks  said. 
"The  Olympics  bring  us  together, 
so  at  the  same  time  nut  churches 
are  reaching  out  across  the  world 
we  want  them  to  use  the  Olym¬ 
pics  as  a  way  to  reach  people  in 
their  own  communities. 

Realizing  that  not  every 
church  can  send  a  team,  Sochi 
Engage  leaders  hope  churches 
will  join  them  as  prayer  partners. 

‘Prayer  support  is  very  im¬ 
portant  to  us.  Hooks  said.  “We 
realize  that  those  churches  who 
pray  for  us  are  on  the  front  line 
of  Olympic  ministry.  None  of 
this  would  be  possible  without 
prayer,  so  regardless  of  whether 
a  church  sends  volunteers  to  So¬ 
chi  or  not,  we  want  them  to  both 
pray  for  the  efforts  in  Russia  and 
for  them  to  be  part  of  ‘Engage 
Your  Community. m 

Over  the  next  year,  the  Engage 
Sochi  team  will  release  a  virtual 
prayerwalk  for  each  of  the  three 
major  Olympic  areas  in  Sochi, 
will  also  publish  a  prayer 
to  help  those  in  the  United 
ites  to  know  how  to  pray  for 
the  teams  in  Sochi. 


Tebow  tops  poll 
of  America’s  most 
influential  athletes 


BENTON  HARBOR,  Mich. 
(BP  and  local  reports)  -  Just 
a  few  weeks  after  the  New  York 
Jets  released  him,  quarter¬ 
back  Tim  Tebow  told  a  crowd 
of  about  3,000  at  a  Michigan 
college  that  his  main  goal  is  to 
impact  lives,  whether  on  or  off 
the  field. 

That  shouldn’t  be  too  hard, 
considering  a  Forbes.com 
survey  released  in  early  May 
named  Tebow  as  America’s 
most  influential  athlete.  De¬ 
spite  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  the  public  displays 
of  his  Christian  faith,  he  fin¬ 
ished  ahead  of  Olympic  swim¬ 
mer  Michael  Phelps,  Jamai¬ 
can  track  star  Usain  Bolt,  and 
Yankees  baseball  shortstop 
Derek  Jeter. 

“That’s  a  huge  honor,’ 
Tebow  said  in  response  to 
the  survey.  “I  see  it  as  a 
great  responsibility  to  be  a 
role  model  for  future  gen¬ 
erations.  That’s  something 
1  care  about  more  than  win- 
nine  football  games. 

“If  I  can  take  the  game  of 
football  and  can  transcend 
football  —  go  to  hospitals  and 
make  kids  smile  —  III  be  do¬ 
ing  things  that  matter.* 

Tebow  took  no  ques¬ 
tions  from  the  news  media, 
which  was  part  of  the  Eco¬ 
nomic  Club  of  Southwest 
Michigan's  annual  speaker 
series.  During  his  presenta¬ 
tion  at  Lake  Michigan  Col¬ 
lege  in  Benton  Harbor,  he 
sat  on  stage  and  engaged  in 
an  easygoing  conversation 
with  a  moderator,  speaking 
intensely  of  his  competitive 
nature,  his  Christian  faith, 
his  love  of  family,  and  his  re- 
cord-setting  high  school  and 
college  careers. 

Although  Tebow  didn't 
mention  nis  dismissal  from 
the  Jets  during  his  hour-long 
speech  or  offer  any  insight  as 


TEBOW 

to  what  his  next  move  1 
be,  the  25-year-old  did 
about  finding  a  life  of  fulfil¬ 
ment  after  the  game. 

“What  I  want  to  do  with 
my  life  is  impact  lives,”  he 
said.  "When  a  kid  in  a  hospi¬ 
tal  la  fighting  for  his  life  and 
I’m  trying  to  win  a  football 
game,  what  really  matter*? 
This  game  isn't  as  important 
as  a  lot  of  us  make  it  out  to 
be.  If  I  can  give  him  a  little 
bit  of  hope,  I  can  do  some¬ 
thing  that  matters.  That's 
what  I  want  my  legacy  to  be 
about.  That's  how  I  want  to 
be  remembered.* 

The  closest  Tebow  came  to 
shedding  light  on  his  future 
as  a  quarterback  was  when  he 
repeated  one  of  his  favorite 
sayings:  ‘I  don't  know  what 
the  future  holds  but  at  the 
end  of  the  day  1  know  who 
holds  my  future." 

Editor's  Note:  Reprinted 
from  WORLD  News  Service, 
a  division  of  WORLD  Maga¬ 
zine  (www.worldmag.com). 


"What  I  want  to  do  with  my  life  is  impact  lives. 
When  a  kid  in  a  hospital  is  fighting  for  his  life 
and  I'm  trying  to  win  a  football  game,  what 
really  matters?  This  game  isn't  as  important  as 
a  lot  of  us  make  it  out  to  be.  If  I  can  give  him 
a  little  bit  of  hope.  I  can  do  something  that 
matters.  That's  what  I  want  my  legacy  to  be 
about.  That's  how  I  want  to  be  remembered  * 

Tim  Tebow 
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It  was  a  beautiful  spring  morning  and, 
in  fact,  I  clearly  remember  it  because 
it  was  the  first  day  of  spring  which,  of 
course,  means  that  warm  weather  would 
soon  be  upon  us.  Oh,  I  know  there  will 
be  some  chilly  nights  and  cool  days  but 
warmth  will  arrive  and  I  am  looking 
forward  to  that  This  particular  morning 
my  pre-dawn  walk  took  me  into  the  woods 
near  our  house.  In  the  quiet  of  the  early 
day,  only  one  creature  was  heard.  It  was 
an  owl  out  in  the  trees.  On  that  morn¬ 
ing  he  or  she  was  in  full  voice  and  would 
say  repetitively  in  a  distinct  owl  cadence, 

“Who,  who.. .who,  who?”  A  minute 
or  two  would  pass  and  right  on  schedule 
the  owl  said  again,  “Who,  who.. .who, 
who?”  I  just  Kept  walking,  but  I  never 
got  out  of  range  of  hearing  the  owl’s  call 
continue  to  echo  through  the  quiet  woods 
the  one  word  question,  “Who?” 

While  I  occasionally  hear  owls,  rarely 
do  they  just  continue  on  and  on  with  their 
calls.  I  do  not  know  who  the  owl  was  talk¬ 
ing  to  nor  do  1  understand  owl  linguistics 
enough  toknow  what  that  actual  f_m«ns.  darkened  their  hearts  and  causedth^Jto 
However,  dial  morning  it  was  a  kind  of  ran  into  their  own  loneliness.  They,  like 
■“““*1  moat  of  us,  quickly  turned  to  blame  soroe- 

From  ib*b”  body  or  something  other  than  themselves, 
lieu  standpoint,  who  is  found  everywhere  Mart  ofus  can  quickly  find  a  dozen  things 
in  Scripture  and  it  certainly  has  meaning,  to  blame  for  the  cotxftion  we  are  in  rather 
I  thought  about  the  first  who  than  face  the  reality  that  we  are  the  ones 

ally  iwonW  in  the  Bible  in  Genesis  who  made  the  decisions  that  ultimately 
3:11  when  God  says,  “Who  told  you  brought  us  to  our  situation 
thatyouwerr  naked?”  Adam  and  The  second  who  that  I  thought 

Eve  had  disobeyed  God  and  a  blanket  of  about  involved  the  ministry  ofjohn 

fear  had  come  upon  them.  They  ran  and  the  Baptist  as  he  was  introducing 
hid  from  the  One  they  had  communed  the  person  who  was  going  to  change 
with  and  enjoyed.  God  asked,  “Where  art  lives  and  change  us  so  much  that 
thou  Adam?”  It  was  a  simple  question  as  flowing  from  us  would  be  the  very 

God  sought  for  them.  It  was  a  auestion  radiance  of  the  Lord  Himself  and 

that  was  asked  not  because  God  did  not  praise  worthy  of  our  God.  John  was 

know  where  they  were,  but  it  was  probably  preaching  about  repentance  and  turning 
asked  so  that  Adam  and  Eve  would  know  from,  tumina  to  and  allowi  ne  Corl  in  rlo 


Who  Who.. .Who  Who? 


MSL4  udio  LLC 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

Itooper  Hales  PO  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 

info@msaudiollc.com  Clinton.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


DIXIE  ELEVATOR  COMPANY 
3  TWELVE  OAKS  CIRCLE 
JACKSON,  MS  39209 


Whether  you  are  going  UP  or  DOWN,  Dixie  Elevator 
service  can  insure  you  have  a  smooth  uninterrupted 
ridel! 

Dixie  Elevator  h  a  faith-based  Christian  organization  in 
operation  for  48  years.  It  is  with  pride  and  integrity  that 
Dixie  Elevator  offers  services  for  multiple  churches  and 
businesses  throughout  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Call  us 
for  repairs  or  service. 

RESIDENTIAL  OR  COMMERICAl  ELEVATOR  SERVICE 

601-922-1952 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 
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more  in  formation  contact  the 

Mission  Strategy  office  of  the 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
601-292-3231 
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SESSIONS  1  &  2  ARE  FULL  _ 

SESSION  3:  .  fl 

June  10-13  Blue  Mountain  Colleg 

..  j  '  ^  1 11  ,*v  >  -  v  ^ 

‘Camps  begin  on  the  first  day  with Vegistration -2  -  4  pTnt 
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House  Tops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Calling  All  Nurses  and  Medical  Personnel! 

Mark  Your  Calendars  for  October  18-19,  2013 
Join  Us  (or  the  Fall  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  Retreat  I 
Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center 
Special  Guest:  Kay  Wilson  Anderson 
More  details  coming  soon!!! 

For  more  information  contact  Denise  Windom,  Mississippi 
BNF  President  at  denisewindom@bellsouth.net  or 

*01-684-3222  _ J 
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August  23  &  24,  2013 

First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon,  MS 

Special  Guests: 

David  Francis,  LifeWay 
Sam  Rainer  III 
Josh  Hunt 
Cost  $25 

Registration  Opens  6  p.m. 

Friday  7  p  m  -  9  p.m 
Saturday  9  a  m.  -  noon 


GuideStone- 

Financial  Resources 

Do  well.  Do  right  • 


k,. t  manont  v  «it  iis  c',i  't  »-r 


20 1 3 

Concert 

■  Tour 


•  -  a  ^  -  c  *.• 


f  a  to  P  v 


MISSISSIPPI  KIDS  CAMP  201 


growinQ(hurches^ 


Sponsored  by  MS  Baptist  Convention  &  North  MS 
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Growing  Churches  Conference 

Friday  and  Saturday,  August  9**  and  10",  2013 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
4675  Cliff  Gookin  Blvd 


Camp  I  -  June  24-26  2013 
Camp  II  -  June  27-29  2013 


Kosciusko.  Miss 
Coat  $150 

Camp  fee  Includes:  Lodging,  meals, 
activities,  and  T-shirt 
For  Kids  who  have  completed  grades  2-6 

Registration  begins  at  10  am  on  the  first  day  of  camp. 
Camp  concludes  with  lunch  on  the  last  day  of  camp 

begins  February  1. 3013 


roc  more  mnrmanon  coreoci  me 
jt  y  Disapieship  and  Famiy  Ministry 
Department  of  tfte  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  <*  601-292-3283 

Connectinq\ 

,u,  Y  2S  2013'-  JACKSON  COLISEUM  ■  B;30  P.M. 

’ .  cuannplism  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at  601  292  3278 
more  information  contact  the  tvar»g«  -  „  . 


Pray  this  day  for... 


May  24  -  June  6,  2013 


Sunday  School  and  Small  Group  Training 

Keynote  Speaker  and  Pastor/Generai  Conference  Leader: 

Allan  Taylor  ,  . 

Ridoecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
July  13,  2013  •  8:30  -  noon 


Sponsored  by  ihe  Sunday  School  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  -  \ 

For  moke  inhykmaiion  <  on?a<t  us  ai  1-800-748-1651,  ixi.  291,  or  601-292-3291 
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Pray  for  a  team  of  twelve 
from  FBC.  vancteave. 

^ongK><«ta «ic«  May 


Pray  for  a  team  of  six 

from  FBC.  Madison. 

oprmrniromra.  May 


Pray  for  a  team  of 
five  from  Longview 
Heights  BC.  0(S»j  I 
Canada,  June  1-9.  ro 
construction. 


Pray  for  Alvin*  and 
Mary  Doyle.  IMB 

missionaries  to  Euro¬ 
pean  fVeples  m  Hungary 
through  member  care 


Pray  for  Thomas* 
and  Kerri  Dewett. 

mssionanes  mnrstermg 
to  American  Peoples  in 
the  Dominican  Republic 
tnrou^l  churcBmome 
outreach  and  evange 
ism. 


Pray  for  a  team  (ram 

FBC,  Jackson.  , 

to  Africa.  May  13-28. 
evangettm 


Pray  for  Guy*  and 
Cindy-  OaMars.  mission¬ 
aries  mraering  to  Sub- 
SaharanAfrican  Peopies 
m  Senegal  through 
hospitality  coordination 
and  chiifth/home  evan¬ 
gel™  .  . 


Pray  for  John*  and 
Sonia*  Grady.  rms- 
nonanes  mmistenng  to 
American  Beopies  in  the 
U  S  through  churcrV 
home  outreach  and 
evangelism 


Pray  for  Robert’  and 
Margaret  Fortenberry, 

IMB  missionaries  minister 
mg  to  SufvSaharan  Aft. 
can  Peoples  in  Botswana 
through  dlsctVhome 
outreach  and  evange¬ 
lism 


’These  International  Mission  Board  mtssionanes  claim  Mssssippi  as  then  home  stare  The  IMB  missionaries  Wed  m  the  Housetops  prayer  calendar  are  currency  active  in  2-4  year  terms  or  n  career  service 


Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo 


FBC,  Vicksburg 
May  23 

Preacher: 

Argile  Smith,  Pineview,  La 


FBC,  Picayune 
May  30 

Preacher: 

Clarence  Cooper,  Brandon  BC 


May  21 

Preacher: 

Jim  Futral,  MBCB 
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nAICD  GLASSWORKS.  9K,  toning  MS 
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■■  ■—  -  ..  .1  601-502-0202 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY  INC  - 

OU)  BBLES  REBOUND  AMo  chun*  b*  AFFORDABLE  BEACH3I0E  VACATION 

u*n.Tn7r^  ,  condos  gulf  shores  a  oranoe 

Wn and  hymnala.  For  more  mformaton  cm  c^?r..wlr..*7,Tl  * 

JJTTKSOW  PAMTWG  AND  UWN  ^guturrnanlMOom  205-5568368. 

205-752-1231,  251-752-2366 _ 

samcai.  w  jfaao  titpa^a^cc,  _ _ _ _  . . inilftJ  *rrnv  rncc 

CkINton,  Insured,  and  RetoonaM*  Cal  Dai  CHURCH  PEW  (»H013TB«V.  F« 
>6918066862  ton  Fm  EWrato  ESTMATES.  Dm  Uphototory.  Outowv 

WON  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  -  W  “**“  P**"*”1778^ _  __ 

90NS  ANO  Norm  *4ndOM  bu>  to  >  your  GET  THE  SEST  RATES  ON:  H«>ti 
opavng  PVa  new  window  roam  and  kmtwn  and  Madcan  Sugatomrto  Cal 
WOton  <*)  acraans  Cal  tan  Cook  Ml-  1-M0-541-8198  or  wt  WWW  Tumarinauan- 
7094879  caOmnaoom  _ 


to  DWdrar  i  Store*  Taam,  5199  Lakatond 

Or.  Rowood  MS  39232  _ 

SALEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH  TYLERTOWN 
MS  IS  SEEKMG  A  BL  VOCATIONAL 
(PART-TIME)  WNKTER  Of  MUSIC.  Ptoaaa 
Sand  Raauna  to  dhawn95©yahoo  com  or 
cortaa  Dan  Q  (Ml)  3038116 _ 


Practical  Principles 

L 


Politics,  reform  and  revival 


■k  JF  any  Christians  be- 
II V' |  lieve  that  engaging 
IL  V  X  the  political  process, 
electing  leaders,  and  passing 
legislation  will  make  America 
better.  It  is  true  that  these  acts 
bui  bring  about  reform,  but 
can  politics  and  reform  bring 
■bout  the  true,  lasting  change 
that  revival  can?  No. 

Although  morality  can  be 
legislated  (murder,  theft,  etc.) 
as  a  deterrent  to  minimize 
evil,  laws  cannot  change  the 


attitude  of  a  person's  heart. 
This  should  not  prompt  Chris¬ 
tians  to  walk  away  from  the 
political  square.  Christians 
ought  to  be  engaging  their 
realm  of  influence  with  godly 
wisdom.  Why? 

People  without  the  mind  of 
Christ  do  not  accept  the  ways 
of  God.  It  is  stated  in  1  Cor. 
2:34-16  that,  ‘the  natural  man 
does  not  receive  the  things 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they 
are  foolishness  to  him;  nor 


can  he  know  them,  because 
they  are  spiritually  discerned. 
But  he  who  is  spiritual  judges 
all  things,  yet  he  himseV  is 
rightly  judged  by  no  one.  For 
‘who  nas  known  the  mind  of 
the  LORD  that  be  may  instruct 
Him?"  But  we  have  the  mind 
of  Christ’  (NKJ). 

This  means  Christians  have 
“the  mind  of  Christ’  to  guide 
others— both  in  governance 
and  in  decision  making.  In 
fact,  we  are  to  be  actively  do¬ 
ing  so.  Jesus  said  that  Chris¬ 
tians  are  the  ‘salt  and  light  of 
the  world’  (Matt  5:13-16).  If  * 
Christians  become  lazy  and 
remove  themselves  from  the 
public  and  political  sphere, 
then  the  natural  man  will 
make  decisions  according  to 
the  ways  of  this  world  (Rom. 
12:2).  When  this  happens,  we 
end  up  having  a  society  like 
we  do  today. 

Christians  ought  to  be  wise 
as  serpents  and  peaceful  as 
doves  as  they  inject  godly 
wisdom  into  their  sphere  of 

influence,  such  as  meetings  of 
the  school  board,  city  council, 
and  county  supervisors.  It 
also  includes  state  and  federal 
agencies  and  legislative  bod¬ 
ies.  Restoring  godly  values  of 
a  state  and  nation  begin  at  the 
local  level  and  prior  to  that— 
the  home. 

Thankfully,  the  2013  MS 


with  Rob  Chambers 


Legislature  passed  several 
good  bills  including  the  MS 
Student  Religious  Liberty 
Act.  This  new  law  protects  a 
student's  religious  expression 
at  school.  Also,  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Child  Protection 
Act  was  passed  that  will  help 
curtail  teen  pregnancy.  But 
neither  of  these  Dills  will  effec¬ 
tively  prevent  a  public  school 
teacher,  administrator  or 
school  board  from  violating  a 
student’s  religious  liberty  nor 
will  it  prevent  statutory  rape. 
Why? 

There  is  a  correlation 
between  a  person's  heart  and 
the  law.  Civil  law  is  only  as 
effective  as  the  moral  deter¬ 
mination  of  those  who  are 
under  the  law.  Those  who  set 
their  mind  toward  evil  have 
no  regard  for  the  law.  MS  and 
America  need  good  laws,  but 
much  more  than  that  is  re¬ 
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gooomam.  irssissippi  is  acceptwc 
aSucatioms  for  a  blyocatcnal 

PASTOR.  Sand  WMn«  to  9857  Mtoi 
SWA  Goodman,  Mimw  39079 
youth  pastorwrector/irnister/ 
COORDMATOR.  Ononwton  SoUltom 
Baptist  Fa*  Baptist  Chun*  CoAravRe. 
MS  1*  seefcng  >  toMn*  P***  •» 

yyaoQtbcc  cotti  tor  torthw  ttott4» _ 

GUNTER  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCHFLOfl 
encensbseekinoabi-vocatioral 
pastor.  Ptoaaa  mm  nmmt  to  icNAMO 

Nbodtond  Ptoos.  Ftotsecw.  MS  39073 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

^Cahmry  Church.  Cairo*  homecoming.  May  26;  strvices. 
County:  Homecoming,  May  26;  10  ajlL,  followed  by  a  gospel 

■ringing  io:30  ua,  foflowed  by  concert,  lunch,  and  fellowship; 
worship  and  dinner,  Mari  Nait  Second  Mile,  music, 
speaker;  Bud  Vance,  pastor.  Mont  Roaa  Church,  Quit 

p.  Antioch  Church.  Lawrenca  man:  Homecoming.  May  26; 
Association  153rd  bomecom-  service*,  10:30  am,  followed  by 
mg.  May  26;  Sunday  School,  HkWiip  meal;  Robert  Haney, 
9:30  a-m.;  worship,  10:30  ml,  speaker,  Doug  Jbner  partor. 
faflowed  by  lunch;  Lance  Moak  ►  Aihoqton  Church,  Bogus 
and  daughters,  speakers;  Ray  Chhto:  Homecoming,  May  26; 
Scott,  music.  Sunday  School  10  m;  wor- 

Friendship  Church,  ship.  10:30  un.,  followed  by 

Brookhavan:  Homecoming,  himh;  Jmh  Scott,  speako;  Ta- 

May  26;  Sunday  School  10  sha  Scott,  music;  Huey  Moak, 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a-m.,  followed  interim  pastor, 
by  covered  dish  lunch  and  after-  ►  Boundaway  Church, 

noon  singing;  Jonathon  Sher-  DoddsvM*  Homecoming,  Mmr 
win  speaker  26;  services,  10:30  a.m.,  kt- 

w  Concord  Church.  FrankSn  lotted  by  covered  dish  lunch. 
Association:  Homecoming,  Larry  Braswell,  speaker  Bob 

May  26;  services,  11  ajn.,  HP  Hill,  paster _ _ 

lowed  by  dinner  on  the  ground  ►  Rock  HU  Church,  Brandon, 
and  afternoon  service.  Homecoming, May  26;  services, 

p.  Safari  Church.  Laudardata  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  pot  luck 
County:  175th  anniversary  and  lunch;  Mark  Dearman,  pastor 


quired  for  a  lasting  reform. 

What  we  need  is  a  revived 
church  or  Christians  turning 
hack  to  God  to  restore  their  re¬ 
lationship  with  Him.  Turning 
back  to  God  also  means  turn¬ 
ing  from  the  world  and  turn¬ 
ing  from  the  idea  that  church 
is  strictly  some  sort  of  social 
organization  where  comfort 
and  self-interest  is  king. 

Biblically,  the  church  is 
a  group  of  people  who  have 
been  called  out  of  the  world 
and  its  ways  to  follow  Christ 
and  His  ways.  This  was 
summed  up  in  John  20:21, 

“So  Jesus  said  to  them  again. 
“Peace  to  you!  As  the  Father 
has  sent  Me,  I  also  send  you." 
Basically,  Jesus  has  sent  all 
Christians,  not  just  pastors, 
into  the  world  to  share  the 
gospel  with  the  lost  (Matt 
28:18-20). 

Evidently,  MS  Bapiists  are 
faltering  in  our  call  to  evange¬ 
lize.  MS  is  perceived  as  being 
the  buckle  of  the  Bible  belt, 
but  this  is  more  of  a  percep¬ 
tion  than  it  is  a  reality.  Appar¬ 
ently,  we  are  more  religious 
than  we  are  biblical.  Recent 
statistics  support  this  claim. 

In  2010,  there  were  almost 
three  million  people  in  over 
one  million  households  in  MS. 
Of  these  households,  nearly 
two  million  people  had  not 
professed  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord 
and  Savior. 

In  2012,  there  were  2,140 
MS  Baptist  churches,  683,790 
members,  and  a  Sunday 
School  attendance  of  almost 
163,000.  That  year  there  were 
12,085  baptisms. 

Therefore,  only  12,085 
people  of  approximately  two 
million  unreached  people  in 
MS  responded  to  tne  Gospel 
and  believed  and  were  bap¬ 
tized.  This  means  that  in  2012 
MS  Baptists  reached  about  0.5 
percent  of  the  lost  population 
in  MS. 

If  MS  Baptists  expect  our 
state  and  its  citizens  to  reflect 
biblical  values  in  word,  deed, 
and  law,  then  our  auest  must 
first  begin  with  seeking  God 
and  revival,  relating  to  and 
leading  others  to  Christ,  and 
making  disciples.  Otherwise, 
we  are  rearranging  chairs  on 
the  Titanic. 

Chambers  serves  as  consul¬ 
tant  for  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion.  He  can  be  contacted  at 
60/ -292-3331  or  rchambers(<i> 
christianaction.com. 
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Staff  Changes 
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GASTON  CHURCH, 
BOONE VILLE,  has  called 
Marty  Hurt  to  serve  as 
associate  pastor  of  music 
and  education.  Shown 
are  Hurt,  his  wife  Christy, 
and  their  children. 


In  other  Staff 
News: 

>*A-_a_  H-f\ - l-l  f-_ 

were  FwcL’onaKj,  nor* 
mer  pastor  of  Grace  United 
Church,  Decatur,  is  available 
for  pulpit  supply.  He  can  be 
reached  at  (601)  513-2352 


SCRIPTURE  SCRnmBtE 


LUINT  OWN  UOY  EHVA  TNO  DASEK 


OFR  NAHIYNGT  NI  YM  ENMA  .  KAS 


NDA  UYO  IWLL  RIECEEV  ,  ADN  YRUO 


YOJ  IWLL  EB  PLOTCEEM  , 


NJOH  TEISXNE  :  TNEYTW  OURF 


com.  from  p.  1 

Mark  DeMoaa,  a  spokesman 
for  Graham,  told  Fax  News  it  was 
the  first  time  the  ministry  had 
been  audited  in  its  history. 

“These  certainly  appear  to  be 
politically  motivated  since  the 
ministry  had  run  some  newspa¬ 
per  ads  —  not  mentioning  any 
candidates  —  simply  urging  peo¬ 
ple  to  vote  for  candidates  with 
biblical  values.*  DeMoss  said. 

The  Biblical  Recorder,  the  of¬ 
ficial  newsjoumal  for  North  Car¬ 
olina  Southern  Baptists,  found 


The  Biblical  Recorder  also 
published  the  BGEA  ads  sup¬ 
porting  North  Carolina’s  mar¬ 
riage  amendment  —  and  then 
came  the  telephone  call  from 
the  IRS. 

“It  raised  some  red  flags 
and  made  me  wonder  why  we 
were  being  targeted  for  an  au¬ 
dit  when  we  have  been  around 
since  1833  and  have  never  been 
audited  before,"  Blume  told  Fox 
News.  “Putting  it  all  together 
made  me  wonder." 

Blume  said  the  tuning  may 
have  been  coincidental  —  But  “ft 
didn't  seem  that  way.’ 

“There  seems  to  De  a  very  an- 
"'*“J — -  ’  ’  that  ’  " 


M«A.  The  newspaper  garnered  into  a  lot  of  government 


Allan  Blume  pub¬ 
lished  an  interview  with  Ctuck- 
fiM’s  president,  Dan  Csthy. 

In  reference  to  his  support 
of  the  traditional  family,  Cathy 
said  he  was  “guilty  as  charged.1' 
The  company  faced  a  firestorm 
of  criticism  in  the  national  news 
media  and  the  threat  of  a  boycott. 
However,  Chick-fil-A  supporters 
mounted  a  campaign  that  report¬ 
edly  resulted  in  the  largest  one- 
day  purchases  of  their  products 
in  the  history  of  the  company . 


oppression  BtsnBy  gainst 

groups,"  Blume  said  “It  makes 
you  wonder  what’s  going  on." 

Blume  said  the  newspaper  was 
eventually  cleared  but  the  audit 
consumed  time  and  money.  ‘It 
was  a  lot  of  time  and  energy  that 
we  didn't  have,’  Blume  said  “It 
took  some  of  our  staff  literally 
several  weeks  of  doing  nothing 
but  that  (audit],*  he  said. 

The  IRS  eventually  cleared 
both  BGEA  and  Samaritan’s 
Purse,  but  Franklin  Graham 


noted  that  the  audit  cost  the 
ministries  money. 

“Unfortunately,  while  these 
audits  not  only  wasted  taxpay¬ 
er  money,  they  wasted  money 
contributed  by  donors  for  min¬ 
istry  purposes,  as  we  had  to 
spend  precious  resources  ser¬ 
vicing  the  IRS  agents  in  our  of¬ 
fices,  Graham  wrote  in  fan  let¬ 
ter  to  Obama. 

According  to  Lifenewsxom, 
Junes  Dobson,  the  founder  of 
Focus  on  the  Family,  said  he 
faced  discrimination  from  the 
IRS  when  trying  to  start  Family 
Talk  Radio  Corporation.  Dobson 
claimed  an  IRS  agent  told  the 


application  for  non-profit  status 
would  be  turned  down  because 


in  previous 


doit  Barack  Obar 

radio  broadcasts 


Editor's  Note:  Starnes,  a  for¬ 
mer  assistant  editor  at  Baptist 
Press  in  Nashville,  is  host  of  Fox 
News  A  Commentary,  heard 
daily  on  Fax  News  Radio  sta¬ 
tions.  This  article  first  appeared 
at  www.toddstames.eom.  Used 
by  permission.  Edited  and  up¬ 
dated  fig  staff  members  of  The 
Baptist  Record. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  taka  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten.  (b)  noetly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  AM  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
win  be  accepted  over  the  tefeghone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to 
the  address  below,  and  must  be  contained 
m  the  message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form. 
Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text 
attachments  will  be  accepted  Photograph 


Pleaee  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who.  what,  when,  where  details  of  the 
story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s  address 
and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
ba  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  email.  CD  or  DVD  Photos  must  be 
dear,  sharp,  and  welHighted.  Cell  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items 
are  generally  not  publishable.  Photographs 
can  not  ba  returned.  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping  Photographs  must  depict  people  .  No 

landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photo- 
Braphs  win  be  printed.  News  items  and/ 
or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  News  items  and/or  photographs  de¬ 
picting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or 
outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sen  srtjve  wM  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.0  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS 
39206-0630.  FAX;  (601 )  292-3330.  E-mail: 
baptiatrecordGmbcb.org 


Have  Jim  with  scrambled  words  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  Unscramble  each  word  to  discover  the  verse  or 
verses  from  the  King  James  Version.  For  an  extra  challenge, 
unscramble  the  passage  first  before  unscrambling  the  scrip¬ 
ture  reference 


Leading  the  way  in  health 
care  for  Mississippi. 

As  a  health  care  provider  and  community  — 
partner  throughout  north  Mississippi, 
Baptist  Memorial  Health  Cara  is  dedicated 
to  the  well-being  of  all  Mississippians.  At  our 
five  locations  across  the  state  we  are 
embracing  new  technologies,  new  facilities, 
and  new  ways  of  practicing  medicine  - 
partnering  with  physician  networks  to 
ensure  convenient,  accessible,  exceptional 
care  no  matter  where  you  live. 


23  BAPTIST 

Memorial  Hospital.  of  Mississippi 


•OOMI  visit  I  COlWMRWt  I  Nls*  susvr 

0«*O*0  I  ttivtasvia 
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Sunday  School 


May  26, 2013 


way  too  short  for  heaven.  The  same  way 
one  may  feel  morally  superior  to  another, 
we  all  foil  God's  moral  standard  miserably, 
own  love  God  graciously  paid  for  our  sins,  for  we 
could  not  The  word  translated  mercy  is 
also  translated  pity,  clemency,  and  com¬ 
passion.  God  works  through  His  Holy 
Spirit  to  regenerate  our  souls,  according 
to  verse  five.  This  passage  reveals  that 
God  gave  His  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  verb 
denotes  action  completed  in  the  past. 
Again,  this  not  referring  to  when  the  Lord 
placed  His  Spirit  in  our  hearts  individually 
when  we  were  saved,  but  when  He  gave 
precious  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  church 
blood  for  at  Pentecost  L  ,  . 

us  lost  sin-  The  final  verse  completes  the  salvation 
nets.  This  event:  We  were  justified,  or  acquitted  by 
appearance  what  Jesus  did  on  Calvary  Once  again,  the 
was  the  be-  action  of  this  verb  described  a  process  that 


it  means  that  we  were  caused  to  wonder,  peared  and  that  it  was  caused  to  a 
Since  Revelation  12:9  describes  Satan  as  This  refers  to  when  God  demonstral 
the  deceiver  of  the  nations,  we  understand  love  for  us,  which  accordir 
that  he  has  deceived  us  all.  We  were  led  to  5:8  was  when  “God  proves 

serve  our  passions  and  hedonistic  plea-  tor  us  in  that  while  we  were  still  sinners 

sures,  according  to  this  verse.  As  someone  Christ  died  for  us." 
once  said,  “The  only  difference  between  This  does  not  refer  to  whenHislond- 
the  best  of  us  in  the  church  and  the  worst  of  ness  appeared  in  our  lives  mdividuaily,but 
those  out  of  the  church  is  the  blood  of  the  when  it  appeared  for  all  mankind.  That 
Lord  Jesus  was  on  the 

Christ’  We 

once  were  where  Je- 

just  Kk-  aii 


Explore  the  Bible 


with  Rick  Henson 


God's  new  covenant  with  man. 

_ _ _  Titus  3:5  reminds  us  that  we  did  not 

our  Savior  toward  man  appeared,’  Titus  earn  our  salvation.  We  were  not  saved  ac- 
3:4.  This  word  kindness  also  means  gen-  cording  to  ‘works  of  righteousness  which 
erosity.  Jesus  paid  for  our  sins.  Twice  in  1  we  have  done,  but  through  God  s  great 
not  believe  the  Corinthians  it  reads  that  we  were  bought  mercy  and  His  cleansing  us.  Imagine  if 

i  about  Himself,  with  a  price  (6:20,  7:23)-  The  verb  trans-  onhr  peopfo  who  'Temb*«h|e  fret  taU or 

av  according  to  lated  appeared  may  also  mean  shine.  This  taller  could  enter  heaven.  One  might  say 

S'iESTES  verb  is^parrttense  and  passive  voice.  That  is  ri*  feet,  six  inches  tall  and  brag  that 


obedient,  deceived,  serving  various  lusts 


Proverbs  11:12-14 ;  17:17;  18:24; 

27:5-6,  9-10,  1 7;  28:23;  29:10 

for  her  and  her  student,  ’where  lower.  However,  Bamabm  nook 
^he^.a  magnificent 

Z  ft  vSgoS  forther  Jethro  obaeived  Moses’ activities,  he  re 

**r+v»  iml  Gossiping  is  one  of  the  alized  there  needed  to  be  some  changes. 
SSdri^wS^^wn  toman.  With  a  caring  and  tactful  am  *«£ 
r  Profit-  fronted  his  son-in-law,  giving  him  some 

Bable  coun-  godly  counsel  (1  can  picture  Jethro  s  hand 
gel  can  be  goMoses  shoulder).  The  on-tarcet  obser- 
found  on  vation  and  suggestions  were  well-received, 

s*.  Si 

will  seek  loyalty  and  support  to  govern  our  words 
out  such  and  actions.  .  . 

mentors  You  may  have  heard 1  *»t 
(Proverbs  based  on ithe  acronym,  TJU.N.K..  Brtore 

John  Drakeford  details  die  eariy  encouraging  Is  it  K$nd?~  This  checklist  can  helDOur  m- 

the  relationship  between  Helen  -  deliaht"  (vs  9  tfKJvTThe  teractions  with  others  be  food  for  Wilding 

™lherteacher.AnneSullivan.Hd-  ta^h  awimde  iBKxneoneinneKUoAat it  PW*  * 

rents  were  so  permissive  that  their  A  good  New  Testament  those  who  hear  (Ephesians  a  aq  HCSB) 

is  often  quite  unruly.  ScSrf^Xporter  Is  detailed  in  Acta  I  think  111  put  this  hst  on  my  refrigerator. 

I. ntiapate  that  the  enroll-  Mississippi  ^“^jemtive  Horn* 

^were  clud-  menHor  the  20,4  Honor  Chmr  Pn>£»  J  ■ ^nt,  P.O.  Box  530  Jac^n, 

tize  their  love  for  will  be  much  larjer.  that  ^ve  to  the  Cooperative  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone. 

SS  ggiSseet  agpsssas  s'HfS 

sic  Department  s  Honor  Choir.  •  For  more  information  on  au-  mbcb.org.  Web  site,  http./ / 

ue  to*S  many  The  ditfoning  for  the  2014  Missis-  mbcb.org/church_growth/cm/ 

WaSTWr*^  sippi  Baptist  Young  Musicians  honor^oir.aspx 


Giving  Others  What  They  Really  Need 


Studies  for  Life 

lj  Arm  Maniscalco 


a  friend’ tobe  “faithful’  and  will  produce 
“more  favor  afterward"  (NKJV).  As  we  in¬ 
vest  in  the  lives  of  others  through  honest 


MUSICIANS 

com.  from  p.  1 


RUST  CHURCH,  PEARL,  recognized  several  women  on  Mother's  Day- 
Each  of  them  is  over  90  years  old.  Shown  are  Maud  Blount,  Frances  Grant, 
JeanTurbville,  Laverne  Halford,  Johnnie  Bradshaw,  and  Beatrice  Henderson 


In  other  Church  News: 


EAST  MOSS  POINT  CHURCH,  MOSS  POINT, 

ordained  Ryan  Ogbom  to  the  gospel  ministry  Apr.  14. 
Shown  are  Roberta  Vizcaino  Ogborn,  Ogborn,  and  AMD 
Philip  G.  Price. 


NEW  LIBERTY  CHURCH.  BOOUE 
CHITTO,  ordained  Chet  Barnes  as  deacon 
Aug.  12, 2012.  Shown  are  Barnes  and  pastor 
Paul  Smith. 


LIBERTY  CHURCH.  PONTOTOC  COUNTY. 

held  a  baby  dedication  May  12.  Shown  are  Marty 
andTanya  Abbot  with  children  Corbin  and  Jaden, 
and  pastor  Harvey  Sewell. 


BBULAH  CHURCH.  DECATUR,  held  a  baby  dedica¬ 
tion.  Shown  are  Josh  Chaney  holding  daughter  Olivia; 
Monica  Chaney  holding  daughter,  Stella;  and  Zach  and 
Brooke  Steele  holding  son  Austin. 


NEW  PROSPECT  CHURCH.  OXFORD,  held  a 
baby  dedication  for  Colton  Allen  May  12.  Shown 
are  Riley, Trent  Colton,  Miranda,  and  Scott  Allen. 
Ken  White,  pastor. 


OUM  SPRINGS  CHURCH.  BRAXTON. 

licensed  Bruce  Smith  to  the  gospel  ministry 
Mar.  3.  Shown  are  pastor  Andy  Gipson  and 
Smith. 
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^  i  The  WMU  ladies  of  PROVIDENCE  CHURCH.  CARROLTON,  have  been 

CALVARY  CHURCH.  BOGUE  CHITTO,  recently  dedicated  five  babies.  Shown  making  tie  blankets  to  distribute  to  St.  Jude  and  with  their  food  basket 
are  the  families  with  pastor  Hal  Hatten.  ministry.  Debbie  Alderson,  WMU  director;  David  Haggerty,  pastor. 
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